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Bucks County Playhouse
 Bucks County Playhouse is located on the site of 
a former grist mill on the banks of the Delaware River, 90 
minutes from New York City in New Hope, Pennsylvania. 
The original structure was built in 1790 when owner 
Benjamin Parry rebuilt the Hope Mills, which had recently 
burned down. The newly christened New Hope Mills 
inspired the village to change its name from Coryell’s 
Ferry to New Hope.

 Facing demolition in the 1930s, the site was 
saved when a small band of artists, including Broadway 
orchestrator Don Walker, and playwright and Bucks County 
resident Moss Hart, helped rally the local community to 
renovate it as a theater. Bucks County Playhouse opened 
on July 1, 1939, with a production of “Springtime for 
Henry”, featuring Edward Everett Horton.

 The Playhouse quickly became “America’s Most 
Famous Summer Theater” with a veritable who’s who 
of American theatrical royalty including Kim Hunter, 
Helen Hayes, Kitty Carlisle, George C. Scott, Colleen 
Dewhurst, Shirley Booth, Lillian Gish, Jessica Tandy, 
Hume Cronyn, James Daly, June Lockhart, Grace Kelly, 
Alfred Drake, Bert Lahr, Eli Wallach, Anne Jackson, 
Leslie Nielsen, Bea Arthur, Walter Matthau, Bob Fosse, 
Richard Kiley, Angela Lansbury, Jack Klugman, Zero 
Mostel, Dick Van Dyke, Robert Redford, Howard Keel, 
Bernadette Peters, Rob Reiner, Alan Alda, Tyne Daly, Mike 
Nichols, Liza Minnelli, John Lithgow, James Whitmore,  
Jessica Walter, Kevin Kline, Andrea McArdle, George  
Segal, Audra McDonald, and many more.

 Bucks County Playhouse remained in continuous 
operation until December 2010. Thanks to the Bridge 
Street Foundation, the nonprofit family foundation of 
Kevin and Sherri Daugherty, this beloved theatrical 
landmark was beautifully renovated, re-opened and 
celebrated on July 2, 2012, exactly 73 years and a day 
from when it originally opened in 1939.

 Producing Director, Jed Bernstein, revitalized 
the Playhouse with the return of professional Equity 
productions. In 2014, Tony Award-winning producers 
Alexander Fraser, Robyn Goodman and Josh Fiedler took 
the helm of the Playhouse, reclaiming its reputation of 
attracting Broadway and Hollywood artists.

 In 2022, Bucks County Playhouse is celebrating  
the tenth anniversary of its 2012 re-opening and 
restoration. With more than 75,000 patrons walking 
through its doors every year, the Playhouse is 
leading the economic resurgence of New Hope and 
the surrounding community. Playhouse productions 
of “Company” starring Justin Guarini, and William 
Finn’s “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling  
Bee” were named by Wall Street Journal to its“Best of 
Theatre” list for 2015. In 2018, the Wall Street Journal 
again hailed the Playhouse and Artistic Associate 
Hunter Foster in its Best of the Year listings for its 
production of “42nd Street” and in 2019 labeled the 
Playhouse “one of the best regional theaters on the 
East coast.” Box office records have been repeatedly 
broken by signature productions of “Steel Magnolias” 
directed by Marsha Mason, “Mamma Mia!” directed by 
John Tartaglia and “Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story,” 
“Million Dollar Quartet,” “42nd Street,” and “Guys & 
Dolls” (all directed by Hunter Foster). In 2021, the team 
developed and presented Candace Bushnell’s “Is There  
Still Sex in the City,” which the Playhouse then partnered  
to move to New York.

 The creative teams who come to create new 
productions at the Playhouse are among the most 
talented artists working in the professional theatre today 
and relish the opportunity to work on the historic stage 
where Grace Kelly, Robert Redford, and Jessica Walter 
began their careers.

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Education Programs
We believe that quality arts education has a positive and lasting impact on individuals and communities. Bucks County 
Playhouse Education offers a wide range of classes, workshops, and performance opportunities for students, teachers, 
artists, and audiences of all ages. Whether you are a seasoned professional, a theater enthusiast, or just looking to 
have fun while learning a new skill, we are here to help you explore creativity through the arts.

BOUNCE RESIDENCY
Our partnership with the Morrisville School  
district brings arts programming into the  
classroom and Morrisville school children to  
the Playhouse to watch live theater.  
Select dates year-round | 4th grade and up

BUCKS COUNTY 
PLAYHOUSE INSTITUTE
Our pioneering conferences give educators and 
emerging artists opportunities to learn from 
experienced professional artists. Professional 
artists help participants learn how to utilize 
theater skills to inspire creativity and spark 
innovation in the classroom and on the stage. 
The Playhouse Institute is an Act 48-approved 
provider. Select dates year-round | Adults

STUDENT THEATER FESTIVAL
A multi-day festival for students across the 
region that includes workshops taught by 
BCP theater artists as well as the opportunity 
to perform on our historic stage and receive 
feedback from a panel of theater professionals 
and educators. Spring | Middle & High Schools

PLAYHOUSE YOUTH COMPANY
This audition only, tuition-free, 5-week program 
offers master classes with Playhouse artists, 
provides performance opportunities at Playhouse 
events, and culminates in a full production 
performed in repertory with BCP's professional 
shows on the Playhouse stage. Summer | Ages 13-18

REVERB
A devised theater program for young people 
between the ages of 13 and 18, Reverb provides a 
safe space for discussion and exploration of issues 
facing teenagers and through the lens of devised 
theater, storytelling, and writing techniques.  
Fall | Ages 13-18

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022

QUESTIONS?

Contact us at: 
info@buckscountyplayhouse.org 

215.862.2121 

www.BucksCountyPlayhouse.org
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Gabriella Enriquez as Eva Perón 
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About the Show
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE presents

Maria Eva Duarte de Perón, also known as Eva Perón, and later known as Evita, 
was the wife of former Argentinian dictator Juan Perón. Eva, born into poverty, 
went on to become an actress, philanthropist, money launderer, and the beloved and 
controversial First Lady of Argentina.

Our show opens in a tango bar where followers of Evita have gathered 10 years after 
her death to reminisce about her remarkable life.

Led by our narrator, Che takes us through the story from Eva’s early life in the 
small town of Junín, Argentina to the big city of Buenos Aires as she follows her 
lover, the tango singer, Magaldi. In Buenos Aires, Eva launches her acting career, has 
many lovers, and meets Juan Perón, a military colonel with political aspirations, at 
a fundraising event. They have an instant connection. Juan’s 16- year-old mistress 
moves out of his apartment and Eva moves in.

As Eva’s star rises as an actress, so does Perón’s as a politician. Eva’s support for her 
now husband and empathy for the Argentinian working class draws huge support 
from workers in factories, dock yards, and unions. In 1946, Perón ascends to the 
presidency making Eva the First Lady of Argentina. Eva despises the aristocracy, in 
particular the ladies who shun her and exclude her from the Society of Philanthropy, 
normally run by the President’s wife. Not one to be excluded, the ambitious Eva 
creates her own charity, The Social Aid Foundation, where she meets the needs of 
her beloved working class by literally throwing money into poor neighborhoods.

Eva enters the world stage on her post-World War II trip dubbed “The Rainbow 
Tour.” Eva’s spectacular wardrobe wows the world press, or perhaps distracts them 
from the questionable stops on her itinerary, including a visit with Spain’s dictator, 
Francisco Franco.

Eva continues to advocate on the behalf of the poor until her death on July 26, 1952, 
leaving the Argentinian people to mourn her passing.

EVITA runs September 23 through October 30, 2022. 
Perfect for grades 8 and up!

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Cast of Characters

Setting

• EVA PERÓN (EVITA) — Argentina’s beloved First Lady who rises 
from poverty to fame and political power

• CHE — the narrator of the show; based loosely on the real historical 
figure Che Guevara who was a political activist from Argentina 
known for his involvement in the Cuban revolution and support of 
Fidel Castro

• JUAN PERÓN — A military colonel in the Argentine Army who, 
through ruthless techniques and the popularity of his wife, rises to 
become the President of Argentina

• MISTRESS — A young woman; Perón’s unnamed lover who is 
replaced by Eva

• AUGSTIN MAGALDI — A washed up tango singer with whom Eva 
has her first love affair

• ENSEMBLE/CROWD/CHORUS — A versatile group that helps 
define the world of the show by appearing at different times in 
the story to represent the military, the aristocracy, or the common 
citizens of Argentina

A tango bar in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Midnight, July 25, 1962  
(the 10 year anniversary of Eva Perón's death).

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Musical Numbers

 1. “Requiem for Evita”................................................................................................................. Ensemble 
 2. “Oh What a Circus” ..................................................................................Eva, Che, 4 Girls, Ensemble 
 3. “On This Night of a Thousand Stars”.....Eva, Magaldi, Che, Family, Brother, Sisters, Ensemble 
 4. “Buenos Aires” .....................................................................................................................................Eva 
 5. “Goodnight and Thank You”.......................................................................................Che, Eva, Lovers 
 6. “The Art of the Possible”......................................................................................Perón, Eva, Officers 
 7. “Charity Concert”...............................................................................Magaldi, Eva, Perón, Ensemble 
 8. “I’d Be Surprisingly Good for You” .................................................................Eva, Perón, Ensemble 
 9. “Another Suitcase in Another Hall” ............................................................Mistress, Eva, Che, Men
 10. “Peron’s Latest Flame” ................Che, Aristocrats, Army, Descamisados, Perón, Eva, Officers 
 11. “A New Argentina” ...........................................................Eva, Perón, Che, Descamisados, Heavies

 12. “On the Balcony of the Casa Rosada/Don’t Cry for Me Argentina”.....Eva, Che, Perón, Officer 
 13. “High Flying, Adored” .................................................................................................................Che, Eva 
 14. “Rainbow High” .................................................................................................................Eva, Ensemble 
 15. “Rainbow Tour”............................................................................................Perón, Che, Eva, Ensemble 
 16. “The Chorus Girl Hasn’t Learned the Lines (You’d Like to Hear)” ............Eva, Che, Aristocrats
 17. “And the Money Kept Rolling In (And Out)”.................................................................Che, Ensemble 
 18. “Santa Evita” .......................................................................................Che, Young Girl, Eva, Ensemble 
 19. “Waltz for Eva and Che”..........................................................................................Che, Eva, Ensemble 
 20. “She is a Diamond”.........................................................................................................Perón, Officers 
 21. “Dice are Rolling” ....................................................................................................................Eva, Perón
 22. “Eva’s Final Broadcast” .............................................................................................................Che, Eva 
 23. “Montage” ......................................................................Che, Perón, Magaldi, Young Girl, Ensemble 
 24. “Lament” ...........................................................................................................................Eva, Ensemble

Act 1

Act 2

There will be one 15-minute intermission.

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Notes from the 
Director

So, why ARE we 
in a tango bar? 
A reasonable 

question.

 When I first started thinking about 
directing this show, I had a desire to 
make tango something deeply embedded 
in the show’s DNA, an ongoing motif 
for the production. Born in the streets, 
tango carries with it a scrappiness, a 
passion and an intensity that makes it a 
perfect metaphor for Eva Duarte and her 
relationship with Juan Perón. Theirs was 
a very public journey they took, sweeping 
up the people of Argentina in the story of 
their rise and fall. And tango is, of course, 
an important musical strand within Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s brilliant score, and one I 
was hungry to amplify through my staging.

 When I started doing research for 
the production, I discovered that the tango 
- after its birth in the brothels and bars 
of Buenos Aires as far back as the 1880’s 
– had, by the 1930’s, almost completely 
fallen out of favor in Argentina. Even more 
striking, I discovered that Juan Perón, as 
he gained power, fought to bring tango 
back in the 1940’s, celebrating it as a 
national art form, and including tango 
dancers and musicians as part of the 
entertainment at political rallies.

 So, where did folks go to tango in 
Argentina? To a tango bar, naturally. But 
who would the denizens of this tango bar 
be, and why would they be performing a 
show about Eva and Juan Perón?
 
 Back to the research: Perón (with 
a good deal of help from Eva) was able 
to get himself elected President in 1946, 
running as a populist. He was re-elected in 
1952 (soon after Eva’s untimely death), but 
would be forced from office in 1955 after 
a military coup, leading to his exile, first to 
Uruguay then to Spain.

 Under the new regime, a law was 
 passed – Decree 4161/56 – which outlawed 
even the mere mention of Juan and 
Eva Perón’s name, forcing Peronism 
underground. One could be arrested for 
possessing Peronist memorabilia or even 
singing a Peronist song. The tango was 
consigned, once again, to the category 
of “gutter” art by the authorities, and its 
public practice made illegal for Argentine 
youth. The dance had been tainted by 
Perón’s association, and the goal was to 
snuff out any interest in it for the next 
generation.

 So, who might be tangoing and 
performing a show about the Peróns in 
this bar? Perhaps the bar is a hole-in-the-
wall type of place frequented by working-
class people? Perhaps some Peronistas 
might gather there, secretly, to dance and 
to remember the glory days of Juan and 
Eva. Perhaps by doing so, they can keep 
the flame alive for the day when their 
movement is no longer outlawed, which 
did, eventually, come to pass.

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Creative Team

—Will Pomerantz

• Lyrics by Tim Rice
• Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
• Scenic Design: Anna Louizos
• Lighting Design: Mike Billings
• Costume Design: Michael McDonald 
• Sound Design: Charles Coe 
• Hair and Wig Design: Bobbie Zlotnik 
• Casting by Paul Hardt
• Music Director: Aaron Jodoin 
• Choreographed by Marcos Santana 
• Directed by Will Pomerantz

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022

Photo by Joan Marcus

 We have specifically set this 
production on the night of July 26, 1962 – 
ten years after Eva’s death. They perform 
their “show” after hours, in the dead of 
night, gently blowing on the tinder of 
their collective memory, hoping a spark 
will catch, and in a flash of fire, bring back 
their beloved Evita, and the shared Peróns’ 
glory.

 Although the Peróns were highly 
flawed leaders, they were beloved by the 
working class of Argentina. At a time when 
women weren’t even allowed to vote in 
Argentina, Eva Perón presented herself 
as national leader. Starting her life in one 
of the lowest status positions possible in 
her society – an illegitimate child, born 
of a poor family in the hinterlands, and 
a woman in a distinctly male-dominated 
culture – Eva would fight and successfully 
become the face of Argentina, her life and 
work galvanizing women all over the world. 
Her short life continues to fascinate today, 
full as it was with flaws and failings, as well 
as glory and glamour.

 I would like to thank all of my 
brilliant collaborators on this project – 
their willingness to come together to 
create a newly envisioned version of this 
fantastic musical has been an inspiration. 
I would also like to thank the leadership 
and staff of Bucks County Playhouse – this 
production would have not have been 
possible without all their hard work and 
faith in this project.
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Vocabulary
• ARISTOCRAT — A member of the highest class.

• BAUBLE — A small, showy trinket or decoration.

• THE CASA ROSADA — The office of the president 
of Argentina; called the Casa Rosada because of its 
characteristic baby pink color.

• COUP D’ÉTAT — The sudden, violent overthrow 
of an existing government by a small group;  
also called a coup.

• CULT OF PERSONALITY — An intense interest in or 
devotion to a person, idea, or activity. The phrase was 
originally used to describe the practice of totalitarian 
regimes in which a leader (for example: Adolf Hitler) 
was elevated to a position of pre-eminence and 
presented as the source of all political wisdom.

• DEMOCRACY — A form of government in which the 
people have the authority to deliberate and decide 
legislation, or to choose governing officials to do so.

• DESCAMISADOS — In Spanish it literally means 
“shirtless"; a member of the Argentinian working 
poor.

• DICTATOR — A leader who has complete power in a 
country and has not been elected by the people.

• DOLE — The benefit paid by the government to 
people who are unemployed.

• FACISM — A political system based on a powerful 
leader, state control of social and economic 
life, and extreme allegiance to country and 
race, where political disagreement is forbidden  
and often criminalized.

• FRANSISCO FRANCO — The Spanish general and 
dictator who ruled over Spain from 1939 until his 
death in 1975.

• EVA PERÓN FOUNDATION — A charitable 
foundation begun by Eva Perón when she was the 
First Lady of Argentina. It operated from 1948 to 
1955.

• JUNÍN — A city in the province of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Eva spent part of her childhood and early 
teen years in Junín.

• MACHISMO — Male behavior that is strong and 
forceful and shows very traditional ideas about how 
men and women should behave.

• MARIANISMO — An idealized feminine gender 
role characterized by submissiveness, selflessness, 
chastity, hyper femininity, and acceptance of 
machismo in males.

• BENITO MUSSOLINI — An Italian Fascist dictator  
and prime minister.

• OLIGARCH — A leader in a form of government in 
which power rests with a small number of people.

• PAPAL DECORATION — An honor bestowed to 
someone by the Pope.

• PERONISM — An Argentine political movement 
based on the political ideology and legacy of former 
President Juan Perón and his second wife Eva Péron.

• PERONIST/PERONISTA — A person who is a 
follower of Peronism.

• POPULISM — A political movement that champions, 
or claims to champion, the common person, usually 
by favorable contrast with a real or perceived elite, 
establishment, or persons in power.

• RAINBOW TOUR — First Lady Eva Perón’s much- 
publicized tour of Europe, in which she met with 
dignitaries and heads of state.

• TIRANIZADOS — In Spanish, literally, “the 
tyrannized”; referring to people who are oppressed.

• TOMBOLA — A game in which people pick tickets out 
of a revolving drum and win prizes.

• TRABAJADORES — In Spanish, it means “the 
hardworking”; workers.

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Discussion Questions

1. Describe Eva. What are her strengths and weaknesses?
2. Eva uses men to her advantage. In what ways does Eva use men to get what she wants? 

 How are the men using her?
3. Do you think Eva and Juan Perón loved each other? Why or why not?
4. Eva Perón can be described as a populist celebrity and leader. What qualities make her popular 

 with the public? What qualities make celebrities and leaders popular today?
5. What do you think Eva symbolized for the people of Argentina? Why was she so beloved by some 

 and so hated by others?
6. Do you think Eva’s contributions to Argentine society were good or bad? Explain why.

About Eva

About the Show
1. What important information is portrayed though dance and movement only? 

 Why were these parts of the story told this way?
2. Describe the character of Che. Why does the playwright use the character of Che to tell  

 Eva’s story rather than using someone who knew her? Is Che a protagonist or antagonist?
3. What is the significance of Che’s departure from Argentina? Should he have stayed? 
4. What would it take for you to leave the country of your birth?

In Argentina

In the United States

1. Perón becomes the leader of Argentina with the help of Eva’s popularity, but also by using 
 violence to silence his enemies. Do you think he could have become so powerful without having 
 both Eva’s support and the means to intimidate his enemies? Which was more important to 
 Perón’s success? Why?

2. Do you think the people of Argentina knew that Perón used force to gain power? Why or 
 why not? How might they have prevented it?

3. After he ascends to power, how does Eva’s support and public image strengthen Perón’s 
 control of the government and the military?

4. Do politicians need to be ruthless to be effective? Why or why not?

1. What is democracy? What are its strengths and weaknesses as a system of government?
2. In the United States, could an elected leader initiate a violent takeover of the government, 

 or is our democracy strong enough to resist the ambitions of a single person? Explain.
3. Do Americans have any iconic people from our history who are both idolized and vilified? 

 Who are they? Where and how are they remembered? For example: statues, textbooks, film/tv, etc. 
4. What can we learn about a country and its culture from the people it admires?

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Post Show Activities

Activity #1:

On The Balcony of The Casa Rosada

Activity #2:

Rewrite History

Activity #3:

Choose a New Narrator

Imagine that you are on the balcony of The Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires, and you are about to give a speech 
to the crowd gathered below. What are you trying to convince the crowd of and get their support for? Write 
a short speech about this goal.

List three actions you take during your speech to achieve your goal. Do you plead with the crowd? Cajole 
them? Scold? Flatter? Flirt? PRO TIP: Each action in the speech is an attempt to bring about your desired 
outcome.

Have students give their speeches to the crowd. Were you able to gain the support of the crowd? Which 
actions were effective and why? Which actions were not?

If Eva had lived, how do you think this musical would have ended? In play form, write a new ending for Evita, 
in which Eva does not die, but lives on.

Read the scene(s) aloud to the group.

The character of Che, loosely based on the real historical figure Che Guevara, is the narrator of Evita. Choose 
a historical figure to be the new narrator of the musical. Take into consideration the time period they lived in 
as well as their views and values.

Imagine this historical figure is the narrator of the musical. How would they have told the story of Eva Perón? 
Write an opening monologue for this new narrator that clearly expresses their point of view and what they 
think and feel about Eva Perón.

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022
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Resources

Contact Us

Educating For American Democracy iCivics

Suggested Books

Civics Unplugged

Suggested Films or Television

Bucks County Playhouse
BucksCountyPlayhouse.org | (215) 862-2121

Director of Education, Michaela Murphy
Michaela@buckscountyplayhouse.org | (267) 388-1553

Assistant Director of Education, Ellen Gallos
Ellen@buckscountyplayhouse.org | (267) 743-2199

Educating for American Democracy (EAD) is an 
unprecedented effort that convened a diverse 
and cross-ideological group of scholars and 
educators to create a Roadmap to Educating for 
American Democracy— guidance and an inquiry 
framework that states, local school districts, 
and educators can use to transform teaching of 
history and civics to meet the needs of a diverse  
21st century K–12 student body.

www.educatingforamericandemocracy.org

iCivics was founded by Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor in 2009 to ensure that all Americans 
have the knowledge and will to participate in 
our unique experiment in self-government.

iCivics first-of-its-kind digital civic library 
includes more than 260 curricular resources, 
digital literacy tools, professional learning 
materials, and educational video games. And 
behind those numbers lie countless young 
people who now feel the weight of their civic 
roles and agency. Their engaging resources are 
proven to improve civic knowledge, skills and 
dispositions.

www.icivics.org

• Evita: The Real Life of Eva Perón by 
Nicholas Fraser and Marysa Navarro

• Santa Evita by Tomas Eloy Martinez

Civics Unplugged empowers future leaders with 
the training, funding, and community they need 
to become civic innovators. 

www.civicsunplugged.org

• Santa Evita, TV Series, Hulu

• The Lost City, Film, Amazon Prime

• The Motorcycle Diaries, Film, Amazon Prime

© Bucks County Playhouse Education 2022


